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eeveral aspirants came forward, among them scions of the most illustrious royal houses of Europe. In the first place, there was the Archduke Charles, third son of the Emperor of Germany; then there was the Infant of Spain, Don Carlos, who was afterwards put to death by his father; and the Due d'Anjou, afterwards Henry IIL But to marry a foreign prince was to renounce her right to the English throne, so Mary refused them all, and, claiming credit for her refusal with Elizabeth, she cast her eyes upon one of the English Queen's relatives, Henry Stuart, Lord Darnley, a son of the Earl of Lennox.
Elizabeth, who could find no plausible objection to the marriage, when Mary not only made choice of an Englishman, but came to Elizabeth's own family for her husband, allowed the Earl of Lennox and his son to visit the court of Scotland, reserving the right, if affairs should seem to be taking a serious turn, to order them both back to England; an order which they would be compelled to obey, as all their property was there.
Darnley was eighteen years old; he was handsome, well-made and a dandy; ho was a master of that captivating jargon of the young courtiers of France and England, which Mary had not heard during her exile in Scotland; she allowed herself to be blinded by these external qualities, and did not discover that beneath this brilliant shell, Darnley concealed absolute intellectual nullity, doubtful courage, and a fickle and brutal temperament* It should be said that he was presented to her under the auspices of a man whose influence was as extraordinary as his elevation to the height which made it possible for him to exercise it. We refer to David Rizzio.
David Rimo, who played so prominent a part in Mary Stuarfs life, and whose extraordinary favor in her